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Examiner: Andrew T. Caldwell 

Technology Center/Art Unit: 2142 

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL FOR 
NEW APPLICATION PURSUANT TO 
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Sir: 
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with MPEP § 708.02, Item VIII, accelerated examination. The application has not received any 
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(A) The Commissioner is authorized to charge the petition fee of $130 under 
37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(h), and any additional fees that may be associated with this petition may be 
charged to Deposit Account No: 20-1430. 

(B) All the claims are believed to be directed to a single invention. If the 
examiner determines that all the claims presented are not obviously directed to a single 
invention, then Applicant will make an election without traverse as a prerequisite to the grant of 
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(C) A pre-examination search was performed by an independent patent search 
firm. The pre-examination search includes a classification search, a computer database search, 
and a keyword search. The classification search covered the following classes and sub-classes: 

709/ 217,250 

711/ 114, 161, 162,202 

Additionally, a computer database search was conducted on the USPTO systems EAST and 
WEST. The following references were identified in the search report: 

(1) U.S. Patent No.: 

6,892,203 Kasako et al. 

(2) U.S. Patent Application Publication Nos.: 

2003/0061456 Ofeketal. 
2003/0105936 Stakutis et al. 
2004/0010669 Nishimura et al. 

(D) The above references are enclosed herewith, collectively as Exhibit A. 

(E) Set forth below is a detailed discussion of the references, pointing out with 
particularity how the claimed subject matter recited in the claims, amended according to the 
preliminary amendment filed herewith, is distinguishable over the references. 

Claimed Subject Matter of the Present Invention 

Various aspects of the present invention include: 

a first feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 1 wherein a 
second controller which in response to information that identifies a block from said first 
controller, identifies a file corresponding to the block using said table and transfers the identified 
file to said second storage unit using a file transfer protocol, 

a second feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 6 
wherein said second controller manages an association between a file composed of a plurality of 
blocks of data and the blocks of data constituting the file and, upon receiving information 
identifying a block from said first controller, transfers a file including data of the block to said 
second storage unit on a file basis, and 
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a third feature of the present invention as recited in independent claims 10 and 16 
wherein information identifying the block addresses is associated with a file identifier for 
managing file composed of a plurality of blocks on a file basis, wherein, upon receiving 
information identifying the block address from said controller, a file identifier associated with 
the information identifying the block address is identified and information identifying a plurality 
of block addresses associated with the file identifier is notified to said controller and, upon 
receiving data corresponding to the information identifying a plurality of block addresses from 
said controller, transfers data to said other computer system on a file basis with the file identifier 
attached to the data. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,892,203 Kasako et aL 

The patent to Kasako et al. (6,892,203 B2), assigned to Hitachi, Ltd., provides for 
a Method Apparatus and System for Remote File Sharing. Discussed is remote file sharing 
system comprising computer systems 1 and 1 1 . File input/output device 3 is connected to higher 
level device 2 and file input/output device 13 through LAN 7, 17 and a storage area network both 
capable of transferring an input/output command and data. For transfer of data between the NAS 
servers, the LAN is used and for transfer of data between remote double recording devices, SAN 
is used. 

However, the Kasako et al. reference does not teach or suggest the features of the 
present invention, including identifying a file corresponding to the block using a table, wherein 
the first controller identifies the block. Nor does the Kasako et al. reference teach or suggest the 
transferring of the identified file to the second storage unit using a file transfer protocol. 

More particularly, the Kasako et al. reference does not teach or suggest the above 
described first feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 1, the above 
described second feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 6 and the above 
described third feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 10 and 16 in 
combination with the other limitations recited in each of the independent claims. 
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U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0061456 Ofek et al. 

The patent application publication to Ofek et al. (2003/0061456 Al) provides for 
an Apparatus and Methods for Copying, Backing up and Restoring Logical Objects in a 
Computer Storage System by Transferring Blocks out of Order or in Parallel. Discussed is a 
method of transferring data between primary storage nodes and secondary storage nodes. 
Primary storage nodes are coupled together through a network. Secondary storage nodes may be 
used for backup functions. Physical elements (e.g. data blocks) that comprise the logical object 
(e.g. file) and need to be copied or backed up are identified and transferred. The background 
section of this application also discusses the backing up of data over a network wherein, the 
client converts the backup data into file data, i.e. gets the data from the physical storage system 
level and converts the data into a file format, to be communicated over the network. (See 
paragraphs 42, 129, 131, 144, 155, 157, and 161) 

However, the Ofek et al. reference does not teach or suggest the features of the 
present invention, including identifying a file corresponding to the block using a table, wherein 
the first controller identifies the block. Nor does the Ofek et al. reference teach or suggest the 
transferring of the identified file to the second storage unit using a file transfer protocol. 

More particularly, the Ofek et al. reference does not teach or suggest the above 
described first feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 1, the above 
described second feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 6 and the above 
described third feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 10 and 16 in 
combination with the other limitations recited in each of the independent claims. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0105936 Stakutis et al. 

The patent application publication to Stakutis et al. (2003/0105936 Al) provides 
for Storage Area Network Methods and Apparatus for Logical-to-Physical Block Address 
Mapping. Discussed is a storage area network wherein a server utilizes a file system that access 
files on peripheral devices via logical volume identifiers and treats each volume and file as if it 
were composed of contiguous blocks. A canonical map identifying the physical location(s) on 
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drives of portion(s) of volumes and, more, typically of a specified file in that volume is generated 
and transmitted to the client. (See paragraphs 20, 24, 33, and 34) 

However, the Stakutis et al. reference does not teach or suggest the features of the 
present invention, including identifying a file corresponding to the block using a table, wherein 
the first controller identifies the block. Nor does the Stakutis et al. reference teach or suggest the 
transferring of the identified file to the second storage unit using a file transfer protocol. 

More particularly, the Stakutis et al. reference does not teach or suggest the above 
described first feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 1, the above 
described second feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 6 and the above 
described third feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 10 and 16 in 
combination with the other limitations recited in each of the independent claims. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0010669 Nishimura et al. 

The patent to Nishimura et al. (2004/0010669 Al) provides for Backup Technique 
for Recording Devices Employing Different Storage Forms. Discussed is a backup system for 
data stored in block form and file form wherein a storage form converter converts the data from 
one form to another and a backup manager copies the first data in block form and second data in 
file form. (See paragraphs 42 and 45) 

However, the Nishimura et al. reference does not teach or suggest the features of 
the present invention, including identifying a file corresponding to the block using a table, 
wherein the first controller identifies the block. Nor does the Nishimura et al. reference teach or 
suggest the transferring of the identified file to the second storage unit using a file transfer 
protocol. 

More particularly, the Nishimura et al. reference does not teach or suggest the 
above described first feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 1, the above 
described second feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 6 and the above . 
described third feature of the present invention as recited in independent claim 10 and 16 in 
combination with the other limitations recited in each of the independent claims. 
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PATENT 



Conclusion 

In view of this comments presented in the instant petition and the claim 
amendments presented in the accompanying preliminary amendment, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to issue a first Office Action at an early date. 



Respectfully submitted, 




TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, 8 th Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: 650-326-2400 
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